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Persuasive Writing Is

VWhen reading, your

never |solatea.

coal IS to Imagine the author engaged In a
ilelg}

Multisided conversa:

“The trick in reading for the conversation is to figure out what
views the author is responding to and what the authors own argument
I Ol 1O put hot In the terms used In this book, to determine ths
‘they say and how the author responds It.’

— SIS, 0
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T ever there were a newspaper headline custom made for Jay
Leno’'s monologue, this was 1t. Kids taking on McDonald's this week,
suing the company for making them fat. Isn't that like middle-aged
mending Porsche for making them get speeding tickets! VWhatever
happened to personal responsibility?

| tend to sympathize with these portly fast-food patrons, though.
Maybe that's because | used to be one of them.

—David Zinczenko, ‘Don't Blame the kEater
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“The first In her family to graduate from college.” How many times have we heard
that phrase, or one like It, used to describe a successtul American with a modest
background! In today's United States, a four-year degree has become the all-but-
official ticket to middle-class security. But it your parents don't have much money
or higher education In their own right, the road to college—and beyond—Iooks
increasingly treacherous. Despite a sharp increase in the proportion of high school
oraduates going on to some form of postsecondary education, socio-economic
status continues to exert a powerful influence on college admission and
completion; in fact, gaps in enrollment by class and race, after declining in the
|960s and |9/0s, are once again as wide as they were thirty years ago, and

oetting wider, even as college has become far more crucial to lifetime fortunes.

—lamara Draut,” T he Growing College Gap”
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» [t also requires you to be open about how the writer might be
challenging you and changing your mind.

» [ranslating complex academic prose into standard tnglish—the
way You think, speak, and write—as you keep notes will help you

n the ‘Oﬂg Fun Express meaning of
» |n situations|where you can't quote directly, =~ Writer/speaker using

, . different words, esp. to

you can paraphrase an authors thesis. achieve greater clarity
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Case Study: Judith Butler's Gender [rouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity

Contemporary feminist debates over the meaning of gender lead time and again to a
certain sense of trouble, as If the iIndeterminacy of gender might eventually culminate In
the fallure of feminism. Perhaps trouble need not carry such a negative valence.

v

While many contemporary feminists believe that uncertainty about what it means to
be a woman will undermine feminist politics, |, Judith Butler, believe that this uncertainty

can actually help strengthen feminist politics.

v

They say that It we cannot define ‘woman, feminism is In big trouble. But | say that this
type of trouble Is precisely what feminism needs.
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|, Take 10 minutes to read over the Greenwood article again and
pick out some sighal words

2. Jot down some notes that answer the following questions:

a. VWhat purpose do those signal words serve in Greenwood's
Picce!

b. Do they show agreement, concession, or disagreement with
the topic in question?

c. Do you find the author's signal words persuasive! Explain why
or why not.
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|, In your breakout rooms, you'll discuss the notes you just took with your
oroup.

'l drop the link to the Google Doc in the chat

3. Appoint someone from your breakout group to take notes on:

a. Is there overlap in your answers! It so, what are they?

b. If there 1sn't overlap, is 1t because you looked at different passages, or
s there genuine disagreement!

4. Share your homework/reading notes on the Greenwood with your
oroup. VWe'll come together as a class and discuss it further.

a. Share some things that surprised you about the Greenwooc

b. What did you learn?



